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LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR AND CEO
College Now’s mission is to increase postsecondary educational attainment 
in Greater Cleveland through college and career access advising, financial 
aid counseling, and scholarship and retention services.

FINANCIAL RESULTS

MISSION

COLLEGE NOW AT A GLANCE

30,000
Number of individuals served by College Now

$3.78 Million
Total amount of College Now scholarships  
awarded 

$79 Million
Scholarship dollars awarded to Greater  
Cleveland students since inception

$160 Million
Amount of financial aid the more than  
10,000 current college students served by  
College Now have received

$70,000
A $500 investment in College Now advising services 
results in an average of $70,000 in financial aid 
awarded per student over four years of college

1,900
High school graduates and adult learners who  
receive College Now scholarships

$2,200
Average College Now renewable scholarship award

4 Stars
College Now’s ranking, and highest ranking 
awarded, by Charity Navigator, the nation’s largest 
independent charity evaluator

185
Venues in Northeast Ohio where College Now 
provides services

1,600+
Number of community members from over 500 
companies paired as volunteer mentors for  
College Now and Say Yes scholarship recipients

$126 Million
Total estimated amount saved by 1,400 individuals 
who received College Now’s student loan 
restructuring services over the last five years

92%
First- to second-year average retention rate among 
College Now scholarship recipients, compared to  
the national average of 74% for all students

Operational Revenue  
Ending July 31, 2019

Foundations $4,203,039
Corporations $2,211,369
Individuals and Organizations $416,688
Government Grants $4,908,572
Fee for Service $1,375,820
Special Events  $578,184

 $13,693,672

Operational Expenses  
Ending July 31, 2019

Advising and Counseling Services $7,512,452
Scholarship Awards $3,775,735
Scholarship and Retention Services $1,172,417
General Administration $640,180
Fundraising $565,864

 $13,666,648

When students first start working with College Now, many cannot envision their postsecondary pathway. Everything  
from applying to a college, university, or certificate program to thinking about a major and eventual career path 

can seem like a daunting task, with obstacles to overcome and challenges to face. Sometimes, those challenges seem 
insurmountable and their dreams unachievable.

At College Now, we work diligently every day to educate our students – of all ages – on the opportunities available to them  
in postsecondary and beyond. Through our traditional high school advising, scholarships and financial aid, adult programs  
and services, and the College Now Mentoring Program, we help students navigate the often-complicated path to achieve  
their goals.

College Now has been doing this – clearing the path – for students for over 50 years, starting in 1967 with a small group 
of students from the Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD). What started as small scholarships for this group (one 
of whom, Philip Thompson, you will read more about later in this report) quickly grew into advising services for students 
throughout the CMSD, then the suburbs and parochial schools, followed by adult advising. This has grown into the 
organization College Now is today, with advisors in 185 school and community buildings throughout Northeast Ohio, advising 
students as young as middle school through 65 year-olds looking to return to college.

Over the past year, College Now’s work has gone deeper than ever before to help more students realize their postsecondary 
dreams. Now in five counties, College Now is serving 30,000 individuals each year, and awarding $3.78 million in scholarships 
to 1,900 high school graduates and adult learners. With Say Yes Cleveland now a reality for CMSD students, a huge roadblock 
has been cleared for graduates to pursue a pathway beyond high school, and College Now has been on the front lines of this 
work, administering the Say Yes scholarship.

College Now also has been able to help more adult learners across the state by leading the Degrees When Due initiative for 
eight Ohio colleges and universities, aimed at helping students with some college credit get back on track and graduate. This 
builds on the success of College Now’s (Re)Connect to College collaboration with Cleveland State University (CSU), which is 
focused on recruiting, retaining, and graduating stopped-out students at CSU. The program has been so successful that, this 
year, (Re)Connect to College received the “To & Through Award of Excellence” at the National College Attainment Network’s 
2019 National Conference!

One of the most exciting pieces of growth this year has been the expansion of the College Now Mentoring Program, which 
has nearly doubled in size as College Now began to pair every Say Yes Cleveland scholarship recipient with a mentor, as well. 
While College Now scholarships provide financial support for students attending postsecondary programs, the Mentoring 
Program’s “secret sauce” is the social capital it provides for scholarship recipients to help them succeed in college and beyond. 
Currently, the program has over 1,600 mentor/mentee pairs and the growth will continue, particularly as Say Yes is fully 
implemented here in Cleveland.

Clearing the path isn’t always easy, but College Now is committed to ensuring that students of all ages, from all communities, 
have the resources and support necessary to access their own postsecondary path for success. And none of this work would 
be doable without the deep support and commitment from you, College Now’s donors, funders, supporters, mentors, and 
advocates. Because of you, College Now has been able to remove more obstacles and make more opportunities available to 
our students than ever before. We look forward to continuing to do this important work with your support and partnership.

Sincerely,
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Howard Steindler can still remember the first 
meeting of the Cleveland Scholarship Program  
in 1967. A young lawyer, Howard had become 

close with Robert Coplan, a founder of the law firm 
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP and a mind 
behind the organization that today is known as College 
Now Greater Cleveland.

In the mid-1960s, after the passing of an anonymous 
donor who was a client of the firm, a fund was 
established to provide scholarships for students graduating 
from the Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD). 
Robert Coplan hosted the first meeting with the group 
that would become early trustees, supporters, and 
organizers of College Now. 

Robert had visited students at Glenville High School one 
spring and met with a number of them, all of whom had 
taken a college preparatory curriculum. Robert asked 
these students where they were going to college. None 
could answer. None had applied. None even knew they 
had to apply.

“It hit me like a thunderbolt that here were these young 

people who had sacrificed taking a technical curriculum, 

which would lead to employment after high school, in 

favor of taking a college preparatory curriculum but had 

no idea how to go to college,” Robert wrote in 1994. 

From this realization, the model for College Now as we 

know it today was born. Howard joined Robert and other 

early supporters in advocating for the work to be done  

by College Now. Soon the small group added individuals 

to work as advisors in John Adams High School and, 

quickly, all the other CMSD high schools had College Now 

advisors in their buildings. The advisors were tasked with 

helping students navigate the postsecondary planning 

process and clearing the path for College Now to become 

what it is today, the nation’s oldest, and one of the largest, 

college access organizations.

“The underlying direction [of College Now] was always to 

help those students with financial need who were very 

dedicated and industrious,” said Howard.

THE PATH FROM SMALL SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
SAY YES CLEVELAND

And such has been true in the over 50 years that College 
Now has awarded scholarships to students in CMSD and 
beyond. Since its inception in 1967, College Now has 
awarded $79 million in scholarships to Greater Cleveland 
students, both traditional and adult; in the past year alone, 
1,900 students received $3.78 million to pursue  
their postsecondary dreams – a truly exceptional total!

Over the past year, College Now has taken on a new 
endeavor that addresses the real need of students in the 
region – administering the scholarship program for the 
new organization Say Yes to Education Cleveland (“Say 
Yes Cleveland”). 

College Now has long run multiple types of scholarships, 
including four-year renewable scholarships for 
traditional high school students and adult learners as 
well as managed funds, which are funded by outside 
organizations for their own purposes but for whom 
College Now provides all administrative services. It is due 
to this long history of successful scholarship management 
that College Now was chosen to administer the Say Yes 
Cleveland scholarships.

College Now, the City of Cleveland, the Cleveland 
Foundation, CMSD, Cuyahoga County, and United Way 
of Greater Cleveland spent nearly three years working 
together to bring Say Yes to Cleveland. Say Yes Cleveland 
not only provides CMSD students with support services 
from Pre-K through 12th grade, such as legal and health 
supports, but also eligible students receive a tuition gap-
closing scholarship, upon graduation, to an Ohio public 
four-year university, two-year college, or Pell-eligible  
trade/certificate program, or to one of over 120 private 
colleges in the national Say Yes Higher Education 
Compact. These collective efforts will expand  
CMSD students’ postsecondary educational access  
and attainment. 

“College Now has found 

wonderful people who 

are really committed to 

help those in need.” 

– Howard Steindler, College 

Now Board Member Emeritus 

Say Yes Cleveland scholarships will enable two generations of Cleveland students to more easily afford postsecondary education. 
Photo by Kevin Kopanski Photo

Students await the announcement of Say Yes to Education Cleveland 
in January 2019

College Now is managing these scholarships and  
assisting Say Yes Cleveland in ensuring that CMSD 
students understand the Say Yes program and the 
eligibility requirements for the scholarships. Though it  
will take years to measure the full impact of Say 
Yes Cleveland – the initiative is designed to provide 
scholarships for 25 years, or two generations – early 
numbers are in line with initial predictions. As reported 
in December 2019, about 44 percent of the students that 
graduated from CMSD high schools in the spring of 2019 
started college in fall 2019, which is up four percent from 
the average annual enrollment rate of CMSD graduates 
over the last three years.

College Now also works with students at Cuyahoga 
Community College (Tri-C) who are eligible for Say Yes 
funding, but do not receive it since the students’ Pell 
Grant covers the entire cost of tuition at Tri-C. This 
program, known as the Tri-C Say Yes Scholars Program, 
ensures that students at Tri-C who would have been 
awarded a Say Yes scholarship receive direct, on-campus 
support from Tri-C Success Coaches who help students 
register for classes, maintain their academic progress,  
and have their questions answered about postsecondary 
life. These students also are paired with mentors in the 
College Now Mentoring Program to provide them with 
additional guidance throughout their college journeys.

College Now will continue to provide scholarships and 
other retention services to students throughout Northeast 
Ohio, serving students, particularly those in high-need 
communities, in schools, and at other partner locations 
across five counties in the region. The reach of College 
Now’s scholarship services has never been broader or able 
to assist more students in financial need than it is today.
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In 2005, College Now expanded its services into 
Lorain County through a federally funded program 
in partnership with the Ohio Department of Higher 

Education (formerly Ohio Board of Regents). Since that 
time, College Now has maintained its services in Lorain 
with the support of other funding sources, notably,  
the Nordson Corporation and the Ohio Department  
of Education, and now serves students in nine Lorain  
County school buildings to help clear the path  
for Lorain students. Advisors are placed in Avon,  
Clearview, Columbia, Elyria, Firelands, Lorain, and 
Wellington high schools, and Lorain County JVS as  
well as Longfellow Middle School. Students also are 
served through College Now’s 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers after-school program (named  

“impact!”) at Clearview, Longfellow, and Wellington.

Like many of the communities in which College Now 
serves, the work being done by advisors in Lorain County 
not only directly impacts the students that are served in 
schools, but the community as a whole. As more students 
develop plans for their postsecondary pathways, more 
students will be able to give back to their communities  
by having careers with livable wages and possessing the 
talent necessary to fill open jobs. 

This year, College Now advisors in Lorain County are 
hosting a series of workshops, thanks to designated 
support from the Youth Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Lorain County. These workshops focus on 
teaching Lorain County high schoolers about every step 
of the college process, from choosing a postsecondary 
institution to determining a major, securing financial aid, 
and evaluating postsecondary options.

ROBUST WORK IN LORAIN COUNTY CLEARS 
THE PATH FOR STUDENTS AS EARLY AS 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

But College Now’s work in Lorain County isn’t just  
focused on supporting high school students. Aligning  
with College Now’s strategic plan and ensuring that 
the path is clear for students to pursue postsecondary 
endeavors starting at a young age, College Now also 
works with students at Longfellow Middle School to 
give them an early introduction to life after high school. 
Working with College Now advisor Emily Pietrasz, 
Longfellow Middle School students can participate in 
College Now’s impact! program, which, at the middle 
school level, focuses on intensive PSAT preparation as  
well as college and career lessons.

While middle school students may know some things 
about college, such as big name schools, college sports 
teams, or the fact that they will live in dorms, Emily has 
found that many of them don’t realize that there are an 
immense number of other opportunities available to them. 
Through impact!, Emily takes her students on a deep  
dive into understanding college tuition (which reaffirms 
the importance of standardized test scores). Talking  
about and visiting various campuses helps students gain  
a more robust understanding of what going to college 
looks and feels like. 

To introduce them to more options, students in the 
impact! program also complete a college and career 
presentation which requires them to investigate possible 
careers. Students have researched careers ranging  
from hyperbaric welding to FBI special agents. To  
further expose students to these various career options, 
students in impact! at Longfellow Middle School have 
visited Lorain County Community College Makers’ Lab, 
The University of Toledo, Kentucky State University, the 
Cincinnati Art Museum, and the Stanley Black & Decker 
facility in Highland Heights, Ohio. 

“impact! provides more than just test preparation and 
tutoring services to students,” Emily said of the work 
College Now is doing with middle school students in 
Lorain. “It provides a safe and collaborative environment 
where students can learn about their potential futures.”

College Now is grateful to the Community Foundation 
of Lorain County, the Youth Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Lorain County, Ohio Department of 
Education (21st Century Community Learning Centers), 
and Nordson Corporation for their collective and  
generous support of our work in Lorain County.

Dave Newman, a career educator, has been a 

College Now advisor in Lorain County since 2010 and 

works primarily with Lorain High School students, 

guiding them on their postsecondary pathways and 

opportunities. Known as “The College Guy” or “The 

Money Man” to his Lorain students, he helps students learn about 

their opportunities after high school and make informed, good 

choices about their next steps – and assists them in securing the 

financial support they need to make those decisions realities.

impact! students at Longfellow Middle School visit the Stanley Black & Decker facility in Highland Heights, Ohio
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Across the country, institutions of higher education 
are progressively recognizing adult learners as 
the “new normal.” Many adults are returning to 

college to increase their employment opportunities, and, 
in turn, meet the needs of the future workforce. However, 
these “non-traditional” students face similar obstacles as 
traditional students and likewise need additional support 
to clear their paths in much the same way.

In 1991, anticipating the growing need for adults to access 
postsecondary education, the Cleveland Foundation 
awarded College Now $100,000 from the Jane D. White 
Fund No. 2 to establish the Adult Student Counseling 
Program. Nearly 30 years later, College Now’s Adult 
Programs and Services maintains the same commitment  
to narrowing the degree attainment gap in Ohio; however, 
a large gap remains across the state. 

Currently, only 32% of Cuyahoga County residents hold a 
bachelor’s degree or higher, lagging behind the projected 
needs of the state’s 2025 economy, which will require a 
65% attainment rate.  As degree attainment increasingly 
becomes a statewide and national priority, College Now’s 
Adult Programs and Services team is addressing this issue, 
working and expanding to reach adult learners where  
they are across Northeast Ohio.

In 2019, College Now was selected as Ohio’s lead 
applicant for Degrees When Due, an initiative of the 
Institute for Higher Education Policy. Degrees When Due 
scales efforts to serve adults with some college education, 
but no degree, through collaboration and capacity-
building between states and educational institutions. 

College Now is leading eight Ohio colleges and universities 
in helping over 136,000 potential completers return 
to college to complete their degrees. This initiative will 
build upon College Now’s success with (Re)Connect to 
College, which has grown from an initial partnership 
with Cleveland State University to also include work with 
Cuyahoga Community College, the University of Akron, 
and the Ohio Department of Education to re-enroll 
students who have stopped out before graduating. Since 
the program’s 2017 inception, 420 stopped-out students 
have re-enrolled, and 68 have completed their degrees! 

College Now has long seen how the support of mentors 
helps traditional students make connections and build 
social capital after college graduation; this year, College 
Now worked to bring similar supports to adult students. 
At the first Adult Scholars Summit, recipients of the Adult 
Learner Scholarship gathered at the Brooklyn Branch of 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library to receive feedback 
on their résumés and LinkedIn profiles, and to practice 
networking strategies, working toward their next goal – 
meaningful employment. One participant, Patricia Gray, 
shared, “For the adult learner, there are so many barriers 
that have to be addressed. You need that support.  
I’m so grateful this is being recognized.” 

While College Now remains dedicated to direct service 
with adult learners, the progress toward degree 
attainment expands beyond student preparation – it also 
requires buy-in from employers. In 2020, College Now 
will grow its partnerships with local employers through 
College Now @ Work, an initiative to provide educational, 
career, and financial advising to employees, ultimately 
ensuring that Northeast Ohio’s workforce is prepared to 
meet the needs of an ever-evolving economy. 

In August of 2019, 12 of College Now’s Upward 
Bound students were presented with a life-changing 
opportunity. After participating in programming 

throughout the school year and summer, they boarded  
a plane – a first for many – and traveled to America’s  
hub of technology innovation – California’s Silicon Valley.

The trip aimed to expose students to education and 
career opportunities in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics. During several tours of start-ups and 
technology companies, students heard from employee 
panels about career paths, perseverance, and preparing 
for success. Students also enjoyed visits to the NASA 
Ames Research Center, Stanford University, and – most 
popular among the group – the headquarters of Google 
and YouTube. 

Though the trip to Silicon Valley was memorable,  
Upward Bound students were exposed to a variety of 
other opportunities throughout the 2018-2019 academic 
year and summer, including a spring break tour of several 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in the 
greater Atlanta area and a trip to visit schools in Chicago, 
as well. 

Utilizing a case-management approach, Upward Bound  
is designed to help low-income and first-generation 
college students access and complete postsecondary 
education. In addition to exposure opportunities, students 
participate in specialized school-based activities, such 

as ACT and SAT prep, as well as English, math, science, 
and foreign language tutoring, to ensure that they are 
prepared for graduation and a postsecondary program. 

Upward Bound keeps students engaged in the summer 
through a six-week academic program, including one 
week of residency on Case Western Reserve University’s 
(CWRU) campus. Students attend classes and practice 
skills such as laser-cutting, soldering, drone-flying, and 
3-D printing at CWRU’s Sears think[box]. 

College Now has facilitated Upward Bound programming 
since 2012 when the organization first received this 
competitive federal grant funding for East Cleveland’s 
Shaw High School. In 2017, College Now garnered a 
second grant to also provide this intensive programming 
at Warrensville Heights High School. Though results 
at Warrensville are still early, success rates at Shaw 
demonstrate promise – 72 percent of 2018 program 
graduates enrolled in postsecondary education upon 
graduating high school. 

Upward Bound challenges students to think of their 
futures as limitless. College Now’s Chief Program Officer, 
Dr. Michele Scott Taylor, noted, “In the communities 
where these students live, bachelor’s degree attainment  
or higher is under 20 percent. By exposing students to 
career pathways and opportunities, they will gain the 
tools and experiences needed to set off on a productive 
educational path to achieve their dreams.” 

ADULT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES EXPAND AS NON-TRADITIONAL 
STUDENTS BECOME THE “NEW NORMAL”

UPWARD BOUND HELPS CHART PATHS TO LIMITLESS FUTURES

The Jane D. White 
Fund No. 2 has had 
incredible results:

Two College Now adult learner scholarship recipients meet at 
the inaugural Adult Scholars Summit. Photo by I. George Bilyk

Upward Bound students visit Google’s headquarters Upward Bound students visit YouTube’s headquarters 

$4,342,659
Scholarship Funding

813
Students  
Awarded

574
Graduates  
and counting
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T aylor Jones thought she didn’t need a mentor.  
She was used to doing things on her own and  
was, in her words, “stubbornly independent.”  

A first-generation college student, Taylor figured she  
was going to handle her postsecondary experience the 
same way she handled most everything else in her life 
– on her own. When she was paired with her mentor, 
Margie Glick, through the College Now Mentoring 
Program, Taylor figured the support wasn’t something  
she was going to need.

But Taylor soon realized, “Margie has been everything  
I didn’t know I needed when I left for undergrad.” It  
was this surprising support that encouraged Taylor to 
nominate Margie as one of College Now’s two 2020 
“Mentor of the Year” awardees.

The College Now Mentoring Program is designed 
to inspire such interactions – to create bonds and 
relationships between mentors and students who  
may not realize what support they will need during  
their undergraduate years. For most students, especially 

first-generation college students, postsecondary education 
can be daunting. Students don’t always know what to 
expect, how to address certain situations or problems,  
or how to adapt to life on campus. Mentors can provide 
the insight these students may not always receive from 
family members or friends who have not been through  
the college-going process.

Though the College Now Mentoring Program has 
only officially been in existence since 2011, the idea of 
supporting students with others who had “been there, 
done that” during their college journeys started early in 
College Now’s history. As College Now developed in the 
late 1960s and the 1970s, founder Robert Coplan and 
early organizational leadership concluded that college 
freshmen needed help when they got on campus for their 
first semester; they needed someone who had walked the 
path before them to help show them the way. The idea 
was developed to create a “big brothers and big sisters” 
program on state university campuses in Ohio, where 
upperclassmen scholarship recipients would greet first-year 

COLLEGE NOW MENTORS WALK WITH STUDENTS 
ALONG THE PATH TO POSTSECONDARY SUCCESS

To learn more about the 
Mentoring Program and  
apply to be a mentor, visit 
College Now’s website at 
www.collegenowgc.org/
become-a-mentor.

A mentor and mentee pair laughs at the MentorInCLE 
Connect event. Photo by Breakforth Studio

Mentoring pair at the annual August Mentoring Kick-off event. 
Photo by the Cleveland Photographic Society

Mentor Margie Glick (left) and Mentee Taylor Jones (right) at the MentorInCLE  
Connect event. Photo by Breakforth Studio

students and provide them with support. The program, 
which came to be known as the “Campus Representative 
Program,” was a precursor to the modern Mentoring 
Program, and had equally exciting results: in 1993, over 
80 percent of first-year students who started at a state 
university that had a College Now Campus Representative 
returned for their sophomore year.

Today, 92 percent of College Now scholarship recipients 
return to college for their second year, a remarkable 
achievement compared to the national average of  
74 percent for all students. The Mentoring Program  
has become the secret for College Now scholarship 
recipients – the part of their academic experience they 
didn’t know they needed in order to succeed.

It is this sort of success that encouraged the expansion 
of the College Now Mentoring Program for the 2019-
2020 cohort to include not just College Now scholarship 
recipients, but Say Yes scholarship recipients, as well. 
Cleveland is the only Say Yes city in the country to require 
mentoring as part of its Say Yes scholarship requirements. 
As the program grows, College Now must recruit 
approximately 1,200 mentors each year to match with  
all eligible College Now and Say Yes scholarship recipients. 

“[Margie] adapted to the best ways to be in  

my corner, cheer me on, and get me to where  

I wanted to go, offering help through all the  

times when I couldn’t see that I needed it,”  

Taylor concluded in her Mentor of the Year 

nomination. “Her support left an indelible  

mark on my journey through college.”

Currently, over 1,600 community members volunteer as 
mentors, and that number will only grow in coming years 
as more community members take the pledge to make  
the difference in the life of a student and help them 
succeed in their postsecondary careers.
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Philip Thompson had all his bases covered. A 
graduate of the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District’s East Technical High School in 1967, Phil 

spent his high school career taking a combination of 
vocational training and college preparatory curriculum, 
preparing himself for whatever postsecondary pathway 
he could feasibly pursue after high school. He was fifth in 
his class at East Tech and knew that college was an option 
for him but, even after applying to and being accepted at 
two institutions – Tennessee State and the University of 
Akron – there had been no discussion of how he would 
fund postsecondary education. Sure, the combination 
curriculum gave him a full schedule – “I had no summers!” 
Phil laughed – but it also gave him options. It wasn’t until 
the spring of 1967, when Phil received a surprise letter 
from College Now Greater Cleveland (then the Cleveland 
Scholarship Program), that his postsecondary path began 
to take shape.

In the letter, Phil learned that he was to be one of the  
first recipients of a scholarship from College Now.

“When we got the letter, it took my mother and me a 
good hour to stop crying and get over it. We were in such 
delight that I had been selected,” said Phil. “It was one of 
those divine things where you get a blessing and you have 
to make the most of it.”

With the help of his scholarship funding, Phil was able 
to enroll in an engineering program at the University 
of Akron. Due to his late enrollment, he spent his first 
semester living with family members in the Akron area.

“It was a hard first semester,” Phil remembered. But he 
was able to move into a dorm the following semester and 
improve his academic performance, leading to a successful 
postsecondary journey.

Phil received letters throughout his education from 
College Now that were motivational and supportive, 
checking in with him to see what else the organization 
could do to be helpful and ensuring that Phil was receiving 
the resources he needed to be successful in his education.

Once he graduated, Phil knew he needed to find a way to 
give back and help clear the path for others the same way 
College Now cleared his own path to attend college. 

“I came from a loving, sharing culture,” Phil said of 
his family. “You shared what you had with those less 
fortunate. My scholarship came with a quiet stipulation 
to give back half of it, which I didn’t need a whole lot of 
explanation on; it was the next natural thing to do for 
legacy-building, so [College Now] could continue and 
support those following me who needed help.”

Phil subsequenty set up a scholarship fund at the 
University of Akron, called the Philip S. Thompson  
Award for Diversity in Engineering and Business, which  
is awarded to a Black American undergraduate student  
of any engineering discipline or, if engineering candidates 
are not available, to a Black American student enrolled  
in the College of Business Administration.

“The notion hit me, with [College Now founder]  
Mr. Coplan, that he was taking time out of his life to 
create a scholarship avenue for young Black Americans  
on the east side of Cleveland to go to college and have  
a transformational change in their lives,” said Phil.  

“He could have been doing any number of other things 
with his time, with his money, and with the resources  
that his friends were contributing to the endeavor, 
especially for a bunch of strangers whom he knew 
nothing about, nothing about their commitments or  
their success. It was a bold leap.”

“I thought to myself, if I could ever do that, I’m in. I need 
to touch people who I will never see, who I will probably 
never know,” Phil explained. “That is the ultimate in 
giving. It creates a sense of hope and helps make our 
community better. And I can attribute that desire within 
me to [Robert] Coplan.”

AFTER RECEIVING SCHOLARSHIP IN 1967, PHILIP THOMPSON 
GIVES BACK TO CLEAR THE PATH FOR FUTURE STUDENTS

“I thought to 

myself, if I 

could ever do 

that, I’m in.”

College Now 
scholarship recipient 
Phil Thompson.  
Photo courtesy of  
Phil Thompson

College Now AmeriCorps Career Pathway Coaches and 
College Guides at the start of the 2019-2020 school year

Like many first-generation college students, 
Jonah Duran wasn’t thinking much about his 
postsecondary plans at the beginning of his high 

school career. But, with some encouragement from a 
math teacher, he eventually discovered a love for helping 
others and an appreciation for science, which set him on  
a postsecondary path to become a physician.

After receiving his bachelor’s degree from Grand Valley 
State University and his master’s from Case Western 
Reserve University, Jonah decided to pursue a year of 
service with College Now’s AmeriCorps program while 
he applied to medical school. “I looked into several 
AmeriCorps programs and felt like College Now was a 
good match because of the approach and mission. I’m 
from a rural area, and my parents didn’t go to college, so 
there weren’t a lot of resources. I see a lot of similarities, 
in terms of barriers, with my life and what this program 
does for people like me,” he shared.

Through his service as a Career Pathway Coach at the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District’s (CMSD) Jane 
Addams Business Careers Center, Jonah appreciates 
the connection between the support he once received 
as a high school student and its influence on his 
AmeriCorps service. For example, Jonah’s high school 
math teacher introduced him to shadowing opportunities 
and volunteering with the Red Cross, which eventually 
opened up two college scholarship opportunities for him. 
Now, Jonah enjoys guiding students on their own paths 
toward discovering interests and passions that will create 
opportunities to lead to bright futures.

Now in its 11th year, College Now’s AmeriCorps program 
continues to draw members from diverse backgrounds 
who go on to positively impact their communities. In 
2014, College Now began managing the statewide 
AmeriCorps College Guides Program, partnering with peer 
organizations in seven cities across the state. The program 
at College Now expanded in 2016 to include 10 Career 
Pathway Coaches who support career services in CMSD’s 
career academies. 

The benefits of the AmeriCorps program are two-
fold: College Now can increase access to its services 
in Northeast Ohio, while simultaneously developing 
AmeriCorps members into leaders who will generate 
positive change throughout their careers.

For College Guide MiKayla Thomas, who eventually 
hopes to work closely with the community as a lawyer, 
serving at CMSD’s John Hay Campus helps her recognize 
the importance of education and clearing the path for 
students. A former College Now scholarship recipient, 
MiKayla also knows first-hand the importance of having 
a mentor or trusted advisor who has “been there, done 
that.” “The mentoring aspect of my College Now 
scholarship really helped me. At some point in my life, I 
want to become that person to someone,” MiKayla shared.

During her service, MiKayla observed that one promising 
student’s attendance at school was concerningly 
inconsistent. She learned that the student was struggling 
to feel supported within the school’s environment. With 
patience and encouragement from MiKayla, the student 
began feeling more connected at school.

“Now, he comes to school more consistently and makes 
time to work on college applications every day,” says 
MiKayla. “He even received his first acceptance letter and 
could hardly believe that college was actually an option  
for him.”

AmeriCorps develops public leaders across the country  
to meet critical community needs and has been doing  
so nationally since 1994. In celebration of AmeriCorps’ 
25th national anniversary, College Now members traveled 
to Columbus for a statewide conference in October 2019. 
This was a unique opportunity for members to network 
and hear from public service leaders, including elected 
officials, about the value of their service. In recognition of 
this milestone, College Now continues to reflect on how 
its work is enriched by the members who serve and, more 
importantly, how the community flourishes as a result. 

AMERICORPS MEMBERS GIVE AND RECEIVE THROUGH SERVICE
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On Thursday, September 12, 2019, the NASA 
Glenn Visitor Center at the Great Lakes Science 
Center underwent an out-of-this-world 

transformation. The exhibit became home to over 300 
brand new and vintage designer handbags, as well as 
displays of unique experiences, accessories, and men’s 
items for College Now’s fourth biennial Bag Lady event. 
This year’s event, co-chaired by College Now Board 
Members Suzanne Aral-Boutros and Trina Evans, was  
the most extraordinary yet, as guests were immersed in 
the exhibit while also mingling, shopping, and supporting 
College Now.

Bag Lady, made possible through the generous support  
of exclusive title sponsor KeyBank, is a silent auction  
event that raises funds to help sustain and grow the 
College Now Mentoring Program’s services. At this year’s 
Bag Lady event, over 600 attendees spent the afternoon 
shopping, networking, and learning about the ways in 
which their support of Bag Lady would benefit College 
Now. For the first time ever, a Preview Night was hosted 
for Bag Lady event sponsors and their guests on the 
evening prior to the event. Nearly 100 guests enjoyed 
cocktails, appetizers, and an exclusive sneak preview  
of the auction items.

New to Bag Lady this year was a beautiful vintage 
collection, featuring pieces ranging from a 1970s  
Valentino Garavani Valent Saddle Bag directly from  
Rome to a mid-60s classic Gucci Jackie handbag. This 
exclusive vintage collection was housed in an immaculate 
display crafted singularly for Bag Lady 2019 by sponsor 
California Closets. The display also was home to Bag 
Lady’s brand new luxury collection and, front and  
center, on a rotating, illuminated platform, sat 2019’s 
KeyBank red handbag: a gorgeous red caviar leather 
Chanel Coco top handle bag, which attendees could  
win by purchasing raffle tickets throughout the event.

Raffle tickets also could be purchased to win one of  
two $5,000 gift cards to Nordstrom as part of the  

“Fill Your Closet” raffle, sponsored by California Closets. 
But a closet wasn’t the only thing guests could fill at  
Bag Lady. Thanks to generous donations, attendees had 
the opportunity to bid on nine exclusive experiences, 
such as tropical vacations, behind-the-scenes tours, and 
exclusive event tickets.

To bring home the mission of Bag Lady, attendees were 
fortunate enough to hear from Margot Copeland, former 
Chair and CEO of the KeyBank Foundation, and two 
College Now scholarship recipients, Leah Hudnall and 
Shelby Roberts, who spoke about the importance of 
education and the impact that College Now had on their 
educational journeys. 

Shelby, a recent graduate of Cleveland State University’s 
Washkewicz College of Engineering, shared her story 
of perseverance and the resources she leaned on, like 
College Now, while transferring schools and remaining 
enrolled during the loss of a close family member. Leah, 
a Howard University alumna, inspired attendees while 
speaking about intentionally remaining tied to Cleveland 
during college because resources like College Now were 
critical to her postsecondary success.

Following Margot’s panel discussion with Shelby and Leah, 
auctioneer Bob Hale orchestrated an enthusiastic Fund-A-
Need campaign, which raised over $37,000, on top of the 
funds already raised during the auction!

In total, Bag Lady 2019 raised over $425,000 to benefit 
College Now’s Mentoring Program; funding will provide 
support for the program over two years. College Now 
would like to extend its sincere thanks to Bag Lady 2019’s 
exclusive title sponsor, KeyBank; co-chairs Suzanne Aral-
Boutros and Trina Evans; all of the event’s incredible 
sponsors, including Hyatt Legal Plans, the 2019 Men’s 
Committee, chaired by Akram Boutros, California Closets, 
and Judith Embrescia; and all event attendees, donors, 
and supporters of the Mentoring Program.

BAG LADY 2019 WAS OUT OF THIS WORLD

California Closets built an incredible display for merchandise at Bag Lady, 
including this year’s KeyBank red bag. Photo by Breakforth Studio

Bag Lady 2019 co-chairs Trina Evans 
(left) and Suzanne Aral-Boutros (right). 
Photo by Breakforth Studio

Panelists, L to R, Margot Coplan, Shelby Roberts, and Leah Hudnall.  
Photo by Breakforth Studio 

Since Bag Lady was  

first held in 2013, the 

event has raised over 

$1.3 million in total 

for the College Now 

Mentoring Program.
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$1,000,000 AND ABOVE
The Cleveland Foundation
Ohio Department of Education
Say Yes to Education Cleveland
ServeOhio

$500,000-$999,999
Cuyahoga County
The John Huntington Fund for Education
Ohio Department of Higher Education
U.S. Department of Education

$250,000-$499,999
The George Gund Foundation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Swagelok Company

$100,000-$249,999
Barberton Community Foundation
Cleveland Clinic
Deaconess Foundation
The Fred A. Lennon Charitable Trust
KeyBank
One Candle Foundation
Pipefitters Local 120
United Way of Greater Cleveland
Jane D. White Fund No. 2

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous 
ACE Mentor Program of Cleveland
Jack W. & Shirley Berger Fund of the  
 Jewish Federation of Cleveland
City of Cleveland
Cliffs Natural Resources
Char and Chuck Fowler Family Foundation
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
David & Inez Myers Foundation
New Horizon Federal Credit Union
PwC
The Ratner Miller Shafran Foundation
Saint Luke’s Foundation of Cleveland
Fred E. Scholl Charitable Foundation
Starting Point
The George Garretson Wade Charitable  
 Trust #2
Westfield Insurance Foundation
Anna L. Zverina*

$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous (2)
The Abington Foundation
Arconic Foundation
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Cleveland State University
The Community Foundation of Lorain County
Great Clips
Hyatt Legal Plans, Inc.
Lumina Foundation
Medical Mutual of Ohio
The Morshana Foundation
John P. Murphy Foundation
PNC
The Sherwin-Williams Corporation

The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
The Swamy Family Foundation
Third Federal Savings & Loan
Visible Voice Charitable Fund
William M. Weiss Foundation
Frances R. Zverina*

$10,000-$24,999
Suzanne Aral-Boutros and Akram Boutros 
ArcelorMittal
Association of Indian Physicians
Bank of America
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP
The Boodle Scholarship Fund
California Closets
Capital One
William and Cathy Christopher
Cleveland Beer Week, Inc.
The Cleveland Browns
The George W. Codrington  
 Charitable Foundation
Cohen & Company
Colleen M. Craven
Katinka Domotorffy
Eaton Corporation
Judith and Thomas J. Embrescia
Lauren Rich Fine 
The Sam J. Frankino Foundation
Erwin & Katherine Geis Charitable  
 Foundation Fund
The Giant Eagle Foundation
The Gail & Sheldon Goodman  
 Family Foundation
The Higley Fund
Huntington National Bank
Patricia M., Jaclyn, and Kathryn Inglis
Margaret A. Kennedy and Robert Paul
The KnowledgeWorks Foundation
The Lincoln Electric Co.
Jimmy Malone
Toby and Melanie T. Maloney
The Meisel Family Foundation
The MetroHealth System
Estate of Dorris C. Michalske
Ohio Security Traders Association
Parker Hannifin Corporation
The Perkins Charitable Foundation
Preformed Line Products Co.
The Presidents’ Council
Walter J. and Janice A. Romansky
RPM International, Inc.
SunTrust
The Ohio Machinery Education and  
 Opportunity Foundation
Team NEO
TEGNA Foundation
Tucker Ellis LLP
University of Akron
Milton A. & Roslyn Z. Wolf Family Foundation
The Zelman Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
William and Jane Baldwin

Baldwin Wallace University
Jules and Fran Belkin
Calfee, Halter and Griswold LLP
M.E. & F.J. Callahan Foundation
Karen J. Carcione
Cargill Corporation
Harry and Mary Ann Carlson
Case Western Reserve University
Chemical Bank
Cleveland Cavaliers
Cleveland Indians
Pitt A. and Sally H. Curtiss
Cuyahoga Community College
The DiGeronimo Family Foundation
Dominion Foundation
Dworken & Bernstein Co., L.P.A.
FirstEnergy Foundation
Fortney Family Foundation
Michael Gleespen
David B. Goldston* and Bonnie Borman
Hirtle Callaghan & Co.
Howard Hanna
John Carroll University
Majic Family Fund
Kent State University
Kiwanis Foundation of Cleveland, Inc.
Laborers’ International Union of North America  
 - Local No. 894
Dennis and Ginny Lehman
Toby D. Lewis
Gilbert and Carol Lowenthal
Catherine L. & Edward A. Lozick Foundation
The Lubrizol Corporation
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation
Megan L. Mehalko
William C. Meier Foundation
The Murch Foundation
Nissan of North Olmsted
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation
Oswald Companies
Mark Ross
Rotary Club of Cleveland
Scholnick Family Foundation
Sherwin Family Fund
Joseph D. and Catherine Sullivan
Taylor Oswald
The Timken Company
Union Home Foundation
Mickey and Cheryl E. Weinstein
John S. Wilson and Lawrence Li
Yardi Systems, Inc.

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous 
Dan Abrams and Nan Cohen
Apple Growth Partners
Banks-Baldwin Foundation
Brian C. and Kris Barren
Gabe and Tracy Bruno
Donald H. Bullock and Catherine Kilbane
Richard and Doreen Cahoon
Kathryn Canaday
Centric Consulting, LLC
Change for Charity
Michael and Jennifer Cogan

This list reflects gifts, payments, and multi-year pledges from January 1 - December 31, 2019. We have made every effort to 
ensure the completeness and accuracy of this report. If an error or omission has occurred, please accept our sincere apologies.

COLLEGE NOW DONORS 2019 Christine & Guido DiGeronimo Foundation
Joseph D. and Nelda DiRocco
Umberto and Maryellen Fedeli
Thomas J. and Barbara A. Ferkovic
Fortney & Weygandt, Inc.
Harry K. Fox & Emma R. Fox  
 Charitable Foundation
Joyce Glickman
Richard Gross
Ida S. Haber
William and Valerie Harrell
Haskell Fund
Shane Hollett
Kendra Howley
Angie Spitalieri Ianiro
Joseph K. and Anne Juster
Bernard L. and Nancy Karr
Kathleen Kennedy and Doug White
Alan and Susie Kopit
Charles and Joyce Kullik
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Bobby R. Larkin, Sr. Charitable Association, Inc.
The Laub Foundation
Medic Management Group
Patrick S. and Amy Mullin
Norhio Plumbing, Inc.
Northern Trust
Eric Norton
Our Lady of the Wayside
Julie A. and Peter E. Raskind
Roger Read
Charles and Sally Inglis Rich
Enid and David Rosenberg
Lawrence M. and Sally Z. Sears
The Sears-Swetland Foundation
David and Deborah Stahler
Sally and Terry Stewart
Jerry Sue Thornton
Susan M. and Bill Tyler
Universal Windows
Vocon Design, Inc.
David Walters
Jeffrey M. and Hallie Wasserman
The S. K. Wellman Foundation
WJW Fox 8 Cleveland
Anne Zavarella

$1,000-$2,499
Kristen Baird Adams and David Legeay 
Jennifer L. and Mark J. Altstadt
Warren Anderson
Dorothy J. Anthony
Stephanie and Juan Antunez
Robin L. Baum
Marcella Boyd-Cox
The Robert and Paula Jo Boykin  
 Family Foundation
Stanley and Amy Brady
Christopher Brandt and Beth Sersig
Glenn and Jeanette Grasselli Brown
Brent M. and Barb Buckley
Marc S. and Victoria Byrnes
Brian F. and Fiona Chambers
Richard A. and Sheila Chiricosta
Church of the Resurrection
Christopher and Michele L. Connell
Richard and Michelle Creger
Robert R. & Gay C. Cull Family Foundation
William W. Cushwa
Deloitte LLP
Robert and Jennifer DiGeronimo
Ralph Dise

Patricia Dorsey
Timothy R. and Stephanie W. Dorsey
Ward and Colleen Dumm
Fairport Asset Management
Robert Falls
Steven and Mary Feldman
Fifth Third Bank
Ruth Fortney
Lee Friedman and Joe Gogol 
Hiroyuki Fujita
James R. and Laura Geuther
Chuck Gile
Barbara Ginn
Goodman Real Estate Services Group
Florence S. Goodman
Rebecca Gordon
Cynthia Graham
Great Lakes Cheese Co.
Greater Cleveland Partnership
Kenya Guess
Jeanne Hammerstrom
Tonika Hammonds
Charles and Kathie Hardin
Paul and Michelle F. Harris
Emily Holiday
Chris and Kate Fortney Horne
Michael J. and Jane R. Horvitz
J3 Clothing Co.
Andrew Jackson
Julie Jaram
Michael and Areli Jeans
Andrew Jones
Ira and Amy Kaplan
Douglas and Karen Katz
Stanley and Roberta Kimball
Rick and Brenda Kirk
Jack and Karen R. Kleinhenz
William and Jean Koehler
Barbara Lichstein
Richard and Jane Marcus
Richard D. and Margaret Margolis
Marketplace Events
Rachel Martinez-Finn
Emily Mayfield
JP McCarthy
Tom McDonald
Stanley* and Barbara* Meisel
James and Sharri Merz
Laura Miceli
Janet Miller
Lorraine Miller
Tisa Moore
Bernie and Bridget Moreno
Joseph J. and Sheri Morford
John C. Morley
Nicholas E. and Linda B. Moscalink
Aditya and Jessica Naik
Neighborhood Leadership Institute
Tom A. and Ann M. Nerone
John G. and Karen R. Nestor
Michael and Marcia Neundorfer
Evelyn B. Newell
Oatey Company
Rosanne Oatey
Ohio Concrete Resurfacing, Inc.
Ohio Farmers Insurance
Brian O’Neill
Anna Parise
Raju N. and Lisa Patel
Derrick and Kendall S. Perkins
Roland S. Philip and Linda M. Sandhaus
Sandra Pianalto

Lawrence and Julia Pollock
James A. and Susan Ratner
Reminger Co., LPA
Madeline and J. Harlen Rife
Diana S. Riley
Stephen P. Robbins and Laura F. Ospanik 
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Andrew and Lynn Rollins
Helder Rosa
Alan and Barbara Rosskamm
Traci and Scot Rourke
Tommy Runyon
Noha Ryder
Saks Fifth Avenue
Richard F. and Elizabeth A. Schiferl
Elliott and Gail Schlang
Mary Schmidt
John D. and Barbara Schubert
Sea-Land Chemical Company
Shiksha Daan
Melanie Shock
Edwin Z. and Naomi Singer
Emily Smucker
Squire Patton Boggs
Michael Stewart
The Helen F. Stolier and Louis Stolier  
 Family Foundation
Suzanne Aral-Boutros Agency, Inc.
Swaminathan and Garg Foundation
James and Kathleen Szabo
Kathleen and Roman Szczesniak
Gregory Szklarz
Thompson Hine LLP
Julie Tutkovics
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Deborah Vesy
Elizabeth H. Warshawsky
Ronald E. and Terri Weinberg
Christopher Williams and Cindy Mog
Willis Towers Watson
David C. Wilmot
Thomas J. and Kathleen G. Wilson
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
Alenka M. Winslett
Eric and Megan M. Wolk
Philip Woodcock and Virginia Benjamin
John H. and Jacqueline F. Woods
Timothy and Sandy Wuliger

$500-$999
Gina Abercrombie-Winstanley and  
 Gerard Winstanley 
Emily Adams
Thomas W. and Joann Adler
AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland
Rita Andolsen
Richard and Sherry R. Aronson
Ric and Kate Asbeck
Kelilah Avery
Shelby Ball
Jack Belcher
Jamie Belkin
Linda Bickerstaff
Justine S. Blossom
Tess Boutros
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland
Maggie Christopher
Shefali Christopher
Richard and Joanne Clark
Tiffany Cooke
Manohar L. and Chandra K. Daga
Charity D’Amato-Crawford
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Susan Donlan
Douglass & Associates
Diane Downing and Tom Corrigan
Tamara Durn
Durrel Corporation
Matthew and Chastity Embrescia
Megan Embrescia
Trina Evans and Ken Birch
Cheryl Foilb
Janet Fowler
Greg and Kathleen Freeh
Vickie C. Gallagher
David and Brenda Goldberg
Bruce and Deborah Goode
Bill and Catherine Graham
Christine Herrick
Christina M. Higgins
Andrea Hogben
John and Sharon Hosek
Robert and Susan Hurwitz
Robert C. and Kellie J. Huxtable
Institute For Higher Education Policy
Margaret Judd
Kaulig Capital, LLC
Amy E. Kellogg
Terri Kennedy
Monica Lacks
Chris Lanier
Lear Promotions
Kristen Lucas
M & C Style LLC
Mark Magyar and Susan Dolfi
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., L.P.A.
Tim and Alice McCarthy
Christopher and Gaylee McCracken
Patrick and Martha McGraw
Ann Miley
Maggie Musnuff
Gerald F. and Evelyn Newman
Northern Ohio Chambers of Commerce
Lauren O’Byrne
Kimberley Osborne-Milstein
Mary Beth Pate
Jill Penrose
Paul and Kim Pesses

James R. Pierce
PROFILEBE, LLC.
Progressive Corporation
Sean and Lisa Richardson
Geraldo and Erica Rivera
Romona Robinson
Daria Roebuck
Roetzel & Andress
Laura Rosa
Todd Runyon
Donald J. and Kathleen Rynbrandt
Aaron Saltzman
Christine M. Semarjian
Kathy L. Sitzwohl
Erin Sleeth
Kimberly Snipes
William Sockman
Sports & Scholars
Sean and Laurel Stack
Susan Stephens
Michele Scott Taylor and Douglas Taylor
Kittie D. Warshawsky and Timothy J. Tibbitts
Andrew Watterson and Randy Lanoue
Wendy Weil
Paul and Nancy Wellener
Krissie Wells
George Wenz
John and Margaret Wheeler
Dickson L. and Ann T. Whitney
Lorna Wisham
Karen Woller
Jasmine Aral Yeh
Claire Zangerle
Thomas F. Zenty, III
Thomas Zlatoper

$250-$499
Gerri Abbey
The Andersons, Inc.
Anthony Anfuso and Mary Rakauskas
Cheryl Bailey
Martha Basile
Ted and Kristin Baugh
Joanne Behnke
Rebecca Bennett

Adam and Stacey Berebitsky
Norman and Deborah Bolden
Cynthia Emlen Boncella and Keith Anderle
Jonathan Brown
Stephanie and Jeff Bunsey
Linda Burch
Kenny Cahill
Charles M. and Susan I. Caito
Cara’s Boutique
Carrie Carpenter
Sunil and Cynthia Chand
Yolanda Chanoine
Stephen Charles
Kathleen Ciolli
Mike Colant
Kathleen A. Coleman
Michael and Lori Conley
Sarah Corrigan
Timothy J. and Kimberly Cosgrove
Kimberly Crane
Allyn Davies
Terry Davis
Sarah Deeks
Cynthia Demsey
Julie DeStefanis
Eugene Dobryakov
Richard M. Donaldson
Mark and Fran Doris
Susan Downs
Robert and Sarah Durham
Jennifer Fassbinder
Catherine Fishbach
Geoffrey S. and Ilene Frankel
Matthew Glickman and Susie Hwang
Deborah Glosserman
Bernard D. and Susan Goodman
Nicole Gray
Cassandra Haddock
Jane Hamrle
Ann Harlan
Amy Held
Andrew Hertz and Linda Rae
Nancy Hexter
Julie Hill
Edith F. Hirsch
Holly Houska
Blair Ritchey Hoyle
Cynthia Ames Huffman
Walter and Jan Mosley Jones
Sharon Sobol Jordan
Larry and Suellen Kadis
Linda Kane
Michael and Elaine Kapusta
August A. and Joan Katz Napoli
Kendra Scott LLC
Amy Kilbane
Jennifer Kinsley
Katy Kleinhenz
Rosanne Klonaris
Ann Klotz
Dinah Kolesar
Lynn Koster
John and Theresa Kunkel
Elroy D. and Dee C. Kursh
Brian Kus
Robert D. Labes and Sheryl Markowitz
Victoria M. Lacey
Melissa Lewis
Lindsay Lindley
Jane Lindmark
Elton Lytle and Kristen Galewood
Pamela Macer

Valerie Mader
Karen Manning
Alan Markowitz and Cathy Pollard
Barbara Marlowe
Materion Corporation
Julie McCallister
Margaret McGrath
Mary Anne Mckay
Ronna McNair
MCPc
Meaden & Moore Inc.
James and Amy Merlino
Mitchell Brothers Ice Cream
Karen Miller
Michael J. and Petra P. Moran
Holly Morgan
Marc and Amy Morgenstern
Warren L. and Betsi Morris
National College Attainment Network
Brenda Neroni
Paula Newman
Dale and Barbara Nitzsche
OhioGuidestone
John and Linda Olejko
Keesha Owens
Kirsten Park
Dalton Perry and Jasmine Boutros
Amanda Pinney
Timothy Platko
Sarah Rathke
Rea & Associates, Inc.
Joseph and Laura Rehak
Emily Reitenbach
Anne Reitzes
Kathleen Rieter
Tim and Lisa Rose
George F. Schaefer
Nicole Schaefer
Donald S. and Toni Scherzer
Katharyn Schwab
Racheal Seibert
David and Caroline Selman
Kimberley Sewell
Barb Smith
Kevin Smith
Society of Northeast Ohio Brewers
Brooke Spectorsky and Micki Byrnes
Emily Spivack
Barrie Sprang
Shawn Stachwski
Jill Stanley
Howard A. and Terri Steindler
Patti Sulek
Julie A. and George M. Szeltner
Rocelyn Travis
Jim and Jean Triner
Stephanie Turner
Pam Vitale
Susan Vitale
Daniel P. and Molly Walsh
Meggan Watterson
Shellie Wetzler
Barb Wolfort 
Wolfort Family Foundation
Lynn Wolfram
Marjorie Wolinsky
Elise Zienkowski

$100-$249
Greg and Hallie Abrams
Ann Marie Ahern
Denise Ali

Amazon Smile
Jill Arena
Bianca and Marcus Arendas
Curtis R. Arrington
Sam Arth
Lauren E. Backus
Lindsay Baldy
Brent D. and Ann Ballard
Sophia Bartel
Jonathan E. and Debbie Bartlett
The Becker Group
Richard Benson
Lynn Berzin
Michelle Bevins
Christiana Blakeslee
James D. and Suzanne R. Blaser
Robert A. and Eileen Blattner
Flora Blumenthal
Stephanie Boledovic
Charles P. and Julia Bolton
Lauren Bosworth
Ebony M. Boyd
Robert Clarke Brown
Thelma Bugansky
Mary Ellen Bujoll
Alexander G. Burlingame
Annette Busse
Cindy Chapman
Florence Chelm
Chestnut Hill Realty Inc.
Chubb
Cleveland Cops For Kids
Michael A. Costanzo
Elizabeth Coughlin
Martin and Sandy Coyle
Marianne Crosley
The Cruse Family
Emily Cunningham
Marisa Darden
Robert B. and Jane L. Daroff
Amy Davin
Carrie B. Davis
Charles T. Day Family Charitable Fund
Laurie L. Deacon
Erin Deimling
Susan Delaney
Gary S. and Andrea Desberg
John and Cynthia Dettelbach
Terri B. Eason
Beth Embrescia
Jeff and Leah Epstein
Abigail Erwin
Maria Estes
Jeffrey and Heather R. Ettinger
Richard and Cynthia Marie Fairman
Art J. and Maryann Falco
Diana Fedeli
Michael and Julie Ferkovic
Julie Fischer
Henri E. Fletcher-Lockhart
Jan Focke
Bill and Carol Foley
Danielle Forman
Christine Fowler-Mack
Judith French
Karen Friedman 
William D. and Heidi B. Friedman
Michelle Fritz
Susan Fuehrer
Barry and Sandra Gabel
Michelle Gallucci
Linda Garceau

Patricia Gary
Louis Giesler and Cynthia Tancer
Richard A. Gilbert
Courtney Gile
Allan and Elise Goldner
Stephanie Goodman
Alison Graves-Calhoun
Greater Cleveland Community Shares
Burt W. and Beatrice Griffin
Gail Grizzell
Mary J. Gronn
John Grunden
Chris Gurnick
Norman and Cheryl Gutmacher
Timothy Hagerty
Sheldon and Nancy Hartman
Tom and Iris Harvie
Dana Hastings
Lawrence H. and Linda Hatch
Amy Haught
Paul and Janet Havener
James E. Heflich and Patricia Kellner
Matthew D. Heisey
Jennifer Hennessey
Harlan Hertz and Colette Gibbons
John S. and Elaine M. Hibshman
Nicole Hilbert
Melanie Hillenbrand
Debra Hollander
Nicole Hollenbeck
Tiffany Hollinger
Heather M. Holmes
Stefan Holmes and Pamela Marshall Holmes 
Elizabeth Honold
Charles R. Honton and Margaret Beck
Angela Huang
Jeanell Hughes
David and Dianne L. Hunt
Sue Hustek
Gwen Hyman
Denise Iacobacci
Firas Ibrahim and Taylor M. Goodman 
Ceena R. Jewell
Robert Kaliszewski
Teresa Kammerman
Libby Kannard and Bill Janesh
Connie Kappus
David Katz
Catherine O’Malley Kearney
Amy Kelly
Carl and Carol Keske
Marissa Keszei
Brett Ketvertis
Charles King and Catherine Keating
Dottie Klemm
Julie Kline
Tanisha Knighton
Patrick Knoth
Michele L. Krantz
Victoria Kresler
La Serena LLC
Stanley and Diane Lakota
Jacqueline Lanning
Sheila Lee
Tom E. and Betsy Leib
Stephen and Lillian Levine
Kenneth J. and Mary Ellen Liang
Heather Link
Bruce and Susan Loessin
Gretchen Long
James G. Lubetkin
Lawrence A. Mack
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Sarah Mackie
Kim J. Manigault
Rick and Polly Marabito
Shana Marbury
Bertie Martin-Saboori
John and Lauren H. Mastracco
James and Kathe Mayer
David Mayo
Christopher Mazzocca
Nancy W. McCann
Bridget M. McFadden and Thomas Sylvester
Jennifer McKeegan
Cynthia McMahon
Randell and Gail McShepard
Rupal Mehra
Cliff Miller
Michelle Miller
Margaret Mitchell
Rita Montlack
Kenneth Moore
Mary Lou Morella
Rebecca Mulcahy
Marie Newman
Phillip A. and Sonia Newmark
Christine Norberg
Megan O’Bryan
Megan O’Connor-Martin and Andrew Martin
Sean and Laura O’Reilly
JoAnn Pack
Maggie Paridon
Mary Partin
Robert Pavlik
Dan Polster and Deborah Coleman
Carol Porter
Kathryn Purcell
Susan L. Racey
Yadira Ramos-Colon
Elena Ray
Kauser Razvi
Lidia Richani
Renee Richard
Jean Ritchie
Emily Roggenburk
Krissi Romanini
Arnold and Judi Rosenthal
Deborah Ross
Steven and Susan Rubin
Joel and Joann Salon
Joel Saltzman and Shiri Katz
James and Betsy Sampliner
Marianne Sanders
Lynn Sands
Dorothy M. Sawyer
Steve Schecter and Elizabeth Dery
Sheila Schiffman
Scott and Chloe Seelbach
John and Samantha Selio
Neil and Manisha Sethi 
Lauren Seymour
Sylvan and Erin M. Shank
Katrina Sheehan
Joanne Siegla
Robert and Donna Simoneau
Mark and Lynn Singer
Barry Sisler
Sharon A. Skirbunt
Gini Smith-Kolar
Michael and Maria Spangler
Jean Spinosi-Rond
Stacey Starnes
Deanna Stevens
Larry and Judy Strah 

Marilyn Strah
William Stultz
Jan Sunderhaft
Roger M. and Joan C. Synenberg
Lorraine Szabo
Christine Taylor
Michelle Taylor
Bari Teamor
Karen Tigue
Mary Jo Toumert
Bruce Trammell
Diane Tropf
Russell A. Trusso
Howard J. and Sara S. Tucker
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Rhode Island
Roger S. and Sharon K. Vail
Sharon Vasher
Verizon Foundation
Becky Verner
Homer A. Virden
Stacie Waller
Nick and Courtney Walsh
Anne Marie Warren
Greg Warren and Karen A. Seawall
Mary C. Warren
Valerie Weaver
Laurie Weinberger
Belinda West-Oneal
Jay Westbrook and Helen Williams
Karen White
Laurel Wilder and Zack Meisel
Mary Wills
Abe and Idelle Wolf
Warren and Ruth Wolfson
Hope Yantek
Steven and Ellen Young
Younity Wealth Partners, LLC
Carolyn Zimmerman
Nancy Zingale
Lawrence E. and Jill Zupon
Renee Zuponcic

$99 AND UNDER 
David B. Ackerman
Maria Agosto
DeAnna Alger
Julie Allen
Tim Angbrandt
Judy Antonio
Gail Arnoff
Frank Balass
Kevin Baldwin
Peter and Molly Balunek
Heather Beasley
Russell and Carolyn Beeler
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Aaron M. Berger
Megan Bernard
Margaret Bernstein
Justin Bibb
Patricia Bishop
Douglas Boes
Anna Brandt
Lauren Bruns
Brian and Sherry Buckner-Sallee
Todd and Denise Bugansky
Michelle Burdette
Janie Burke
Becky Busa
Bailey Capelle
Tracy Carter

Anne Cate
Monique Chavers
Chris Ciolli
Tracey Cohen
R. Michael and Bonnie Cole
Roslyn S. Collins
Tammy Coney
Beth Constantine
Marisa Cotugno-Mecone
Victor Courtney
Carmen Daniel
Alaine Davis
Elizabeth and Brody Day
Bradford Debusk
Beverly S. Dempsey
Roderick and Barbara Dibble
Michael Dielman
Annamarie Drechsler
Mary A. Dunbar
Brandi DuVall
Vincent and Karen Eckdahl
Ellen G. Eisenberg
Monroe and Marcia L. Elbrand
Christina Evans
Robert Everden
Kylie Eyre
Diane Farrell
Carol M. Farris
Cynthia Fink
Vincent and Ruth Fiordalis
Matthew H. Frank
Marcia Frankino
Jasmine Freeman
Cherie Friedman
Meghan Gabrovsek
Lisa Gaines
Melvyn P. and Eleanor N. Galin  
 Family Foundation
Benjamin Gallovic
Jennylee Gandarilla
Robert Gantzer
Frank and Fion H. Gee
Ronald Gehrlein
Olivia Germany
Sarah Ghose
Gloria Gordon-Ocejo
Camille Graham
Kristen Gramajo
Samantha K. Grech
Sarah Griffin
Lydia Gross
Maria Gross
Paige Hall
Sara J. Hall
James and Leslie Halloran
Sally Halsey
Joanna Hardis
Joshua Henry
Mary Hromyko
Kathryn Inglis
Sabrina R. Inkley
Ricki Janis
Deanna Jarvis
Joanna Jedeh
Ed and Shannon Jerse
Katheleen Johnson
Emily Huggins Jones
Gabrielle Jones
Alicia Jordan
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Jack J. and Sherry Kahl
Steve Kammer

Robert and Linda M. Katz
Patricia Karr-Segal 
Miles and Nancy Kennedy
Kimberly Kenzig
Jung Kim
Anne Knowles
Courtney Kopf
Helen Kopp
Francine Kotarski
Phyllis G. Kozokoff
Ann Marie Krol
Sylvia Kruse
Hillary Leonard
Ari Lewis
W. Riley and Barbara G. Lochridge
Jill Longo
Lisa Loparo
Stacey Love
Nataliya A. and Andrey Lozovyy
Tequila Lynch
Joseph Mannino
Greg and Shelley Marcus
Matthew Markusic
Julie Mayock
Jeff J. and Rhonda McKissick
Kelley Mell
Donald and Sally Messinger
Mary Ann Mezacapa
Bethany Miller
Stephanie Miller
Elaine Minch
Ryan Mink
Katherine Mlakar
Katherine Collin Moore
Shanese Moore
Katie Morgan
Pierce Morgan
Syndey Morrow
Pamela Morton
Ted and Darlene Muniak
Kirk and Lori Neiswander
Network for Good
Lucia Neugebauer
Charles L. and Ann G. Newman
Michael M. Niro
Laura Notarianni
William and Nancy Oakley
Denise Olszewski
Leslie Omalley
Jacqueline Owen
Paul H. Pangrace
Melissa A. Parey
Patricia A. Patrick
Alexander Phipps
Emily Pietrasz
Elinor G. Polster
Leah Porcello
Daniel Poslet
Amanda Pratt
Kaye Ridolfi
Judith Robertson
Barbara S. Robinson
David and Annette Romansky
Ken and Joyce Romansky
Bobbi N. Roquemore
Michelle Rzucidlo
Narisara Saelim
Joann Salcer
Lisa Salamon-Handel
Michael Salkind and Carol Gill
Jacqueline Sanders
Michael Serdinak

Aaron Shafron
Mark Shepard
Thomas and Judith Shimko
Chaundrea Simmons
Kashala Smith
Roshanda Smith
Jeanine Soloman
Eliza Somsel
Zoraida Sotomayor
Jean Spackman
Haley Spangler
Stephanie and Jeffrey Spencer
Richard Spinner
Megan Spinos
Dominic C. Spitalieri
Norman and Marjorie Strah
Therese Sweeney-Drake
Rania Tadross
Suzanne Taigen
Barbara Theofilos
Mikayla Thomas
Charles and Gretchen Tice
Torey Tolson
Brandon Tramble
Emily Truong
Keely Veatch
James R. and Barbara Veverka
Jessica R. Vitale
Robin Voytko
Phillip and Jackie Wachter
Anna Walley
Rachel Weisz
Claire Weix
Bonnie West
Tharal L. White
Tiffany White
David W. and Ruvene Whitehead
Eve Whitehorn
Marley A. Wilder
Madeline Williams
Melissa Willis
Caitlin Wilson
Jeremy Wilt
Taylor Woods
Maria Young
Sienna Zeilinger

IN HONOR OF
Matthew Azulay
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
Lanise Beavers
Anna Brandt
Rome Busa and Lingyan Gao
Alexander G. Burlingame
Nan Cohen
Larry and Suellen Kadis
Ronnie Colborn and Madeline Rife
Jean Triner
Abby Coleman
Gwen Hyman
Wendy Coleman
Gwen Hyman
Judith and Tom Embrescia
Robert and Susan Hurwitz
Sarah Mackie
Lee A. Friedman
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., L.P.A.

Jason and Samantha Gronn
Mary J. Gronn
Linda Katz
Thomas W. and Joann Adler
Peggy Kennedy and Robert Paul
Deborah Glosserman
Nancy Hexter
Alan S. Kopit
Edwin Z. and Naomi Singer
Ralph Krogh
Walter J. and Janice A. Romansky
Berinthia LeVine
Warren Wolfson
Emily and Jacob Olszewski
Denise Olszewski
Peter E. Raskind
Capital One
Say Yes to Education Cleveland
Donald and Sally Messinger
Ryan Solganik
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
Howard Steindler
Michelle Amato
Norman Gutmacher
Elizabeth H. Warshawsky
Tom and Iris Harvie
Kittie D. Warshawsky
Vincent and Ruth Fiordalis
James and Leslie Halloran
Tom and Iris Harvie
Sabrina R. Inkley
Thea Wilson
Rachel Weisz

In Memory Of
Jennifer Buck
Fifth Third Bank
Charles Caito
Susan I. Caito
Sylvia Cowan
Norman Gutmacher
Charles and Frances Feiner
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
Robert L. Fortney
Matthew H. Frank
Robert M. Ginn
William H. Cruse
David B. Goldston 
Martin A. Coyle
Ceena R. Jewell
Sandy Hosek
John and Sharon Hosek
David Inglis
Allan and Elise Goldner
Patricia M., Jaclyn, and Kathryn Inglis
Richard and Jane Marcus
Charles and Sally Inglis Rich
Emily Spivack
Sam Miller
Glenn and Jeanette Grasselli Brown
Raymond Pointer
Marcella Boyd-Cox

* deceasedCollege Now Greater Cleveland 2020 Annual Report18 19



Leonard Schwartz
Gail Arnoff
Lester Wyman
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
Anna L. Zverina
Richard A. Gilbert
Stanley Kimball
Laura O’Reilly
Karen Tigue
Doug, Marjorie, and Peter Wolinsky

Matching Gift Companies  
and Organizations
The Andersons, Inc.
Bank of America
Eaton Corporation
Hyland Software, Inc.
KeyBank
The Lubrizol Corporation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Northern Trust
Progressive Insurance
SunTrust
Verizon Foundation

College Now would like to thank 
the following entities for their  
in-kind donations
ArcelorMittal
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP
California Closets 
Cara’s Boutique
The Cleveland Browns
Cleveland Cakery
Cleveland Indians
Cleveland Public Library
Cuyahoga Community College
Cuyahoga County Library
Dagne Dover
Event Source
Fahrenheit
FOUNT
Great Lakes Science Center
Hammitt
Hirtle Callaghan
Home Depot, Avon, Ohio
Hyatt Legal Plans, Inc.
J3 Clothing Co.
Kendra Scott LLC
KeyBank
Lago
Lovely Paperie & Gifts
Medical Mutual of Ohio
The Metropolitan at The 9
PNC
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa
Saks Fifth Avenue
Stella and Shay Beauty Bar
Westfield Group
Zinner & Co. LLP

College Now would like to thank 
the following individuals for their 
in-kind donations
Rita Andolsen
Stephanie and Juan Antunez
Suzanne Aral-Boutros and Akram Boutros
Brian Barren

Robin Baum
Anne Cate
Michael Cogan
Dan Abrams and Nan Cohen
Judith and Tom Embrescia
Umberto and Maryellen Fedeli
Lauren Rich Fine
Charles and Kathie Hardin
Peter Holway
Kate Fortney Horne
Angie Spitalieri Ianiro
Patricia Inglis
Michael and Areli Jeans
Margaret A. Kennedy and Robert Paul
Kim J. Manigault
Megan Mehalko
Beth E. Mooney
Julie A. and Peter E. Raskind
Sean and Lisa Richardson
Mary Schmidt
Christine M. Semarjian
Howard Steindler
Sally and Terry Stewart

College Now is very appreciative  
of those individuals whose planned 
gifts will have benefit future 
generations of students
Jeanette Grasselli Brown
Estate of Dorris Michalske
Danny Solow and Audrey Davis
Estate of Anna L. Zverina
Estate of Frances R. Zverina

College Now would like to thank 
the following members of the 
Emerging Leaders Association for 
their generous contributions of  
time and expertise
Tosin Araba, Swagelok
Timmaira Bailey, College Now  
 Greater Cleveland
Lea Bastulli, Rockwell Automation
Tess Boutros, Community Leader
Karen Cross-Hatten, Cuyahoga  
 Community College
Julie DeStefanis, Deloitte LLP
Andrea Donatone, Sherwin-Williams
Annie Drechsler, College Now  
 Greater Cleveland
Brandi DuVall, College Now  
 Greater Cleveland
Adrienne Fischer, Ernst & Young LLP
Amanda Griffin, PwC
Isis Harbour-Smith, LEAP
Leah Hudnall, Saint Luke’s Foundation
Jarrod Nadzam, JP Morgan Chase
Theresa Patterson, Lokal Real Estate
Julianne Potter, BrownFlynn
Yadira Ramos-Colon, Ranpak
Amy Rice, College Now Greater Cleveland
Samantha Selio, Nordson Corporation
Chaundrea Simmons, College Now  
 Greater Cleveland
Chelsea Smith, Tucker Ellis LLP
Meredith Stewart, Cuyahoga  
 Community College
Candace Swaisgood, Adulting: A Crash Course
Christine Taylor, Medical Mutual of Ohio
Tracy Taylor, Boyd Watterson Asset

De’Antae Ware, Cuyahoga Community College
Brittany Williams, Destination Cleveland
Keith Wood, Shoop Wealth Management

College Now would like to thank 
the following members of the 
Professional Advisory Council for 
their generous contributions of time 
and expertise
Charles Adler, Schneider Smeltz Spieth Bell
Ron Ambrogio, BNY Mellon
Stephanie Antunez, California Closets
Rebecca Bar-Shain, Cedar Brook Group
Brian Barren, Cleveland Indians
Ted Baugh, Cleveland Indians
Robin Baum, Zinner & Co. LLP
John Beer, PNC Wealth Management
Nicole Bornhorst, Huntington Private Bank
Don Brown, Attorney
Leigh Carter, Glenmede
William Caster, Fifth Third Bank
Mike Cogan, Northern Trust
Greg Cowan, AllianceBernstein
Dana DeCapite, Hahn Loeser + Parks
Elaine Eisner, Eisner Gohn Group
Christina Evans, Hahn Loeser + Parks
Lauren Rich Fine, Gries Financial
Michael Frayman, Raymond James
Jim Geuther, SunTrust
Lynn-Ann Gries, Gries Consulting
Lynnette Jackson, KeyBank
Michael Jeans, Growth Opportunity Partners
Mattew Kadish, Frantz Ward
Kimon Karas, McCarthy, Lebit,  
 Crystal & Liffman Co., L.P.A.
Deviani Kuhar, Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan  
 & Aronoff LLP
David Legeay, Hawthorn PNC Family Wealth
Cassandra Manna, Brennan Manna & Diamond
Ellen Meehan, Squire Patton Boggs
Joseph Mentrek, Calfee, Halter and  
 Griswold LLP
Michael Novak, Wellspring Financial
Sam Prentis, Bank of America
David Reynolds, Key Private Bank
Lisa Roberts-Mamone, BakerHostetler
Mark Ross, PwC
Patty Rubin, BDO USA (Retired)
Patrick Saccogna, Thompson Hine LLP
Jennifer Savage, Schneider Smeltz Spieth Bell
Bradley Schlang, Cedar Brook Group
Fareed Siddiq, Merrill Lynch
Kathleen Szczesniak, Sherwin- 
 Williams Corporation
Michael Toth, Westfield Bank
Jeffrey Wasserman, Oswald Companies

College Now is grateful to these 
longstanding donors whose 
sustained commitment to 
educational attainment is both 
inspiring and impactful
25+ YEARS CONSECUTIVE GIVING
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan &  
 Aronoff LLP
Glenn and Jeanette Grasselli Brown
Harry and Mary Ann Carlson
The Cleveland Foundation
The George W. Codrington  
 Charitable Foundation

Pitt A. and Sally H. Curtiss
Dominion Foundation
Richard M. Donaldson
Eaton Corporation
FirstEnergy Foundation
David B. Goldston* and Bonnie Borman
Bernard D. and Susan Goodman
The George Gund Foundation
Haskell Fund
Michael J. and Jane R. Horvitz
The John Huntington Fund for Education
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
Ceena R. Jewell
Margaret A. Kennedy and Robert Paul
Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
KeyBank
Kiwanis Foundation of Cleveland, Inc.
The Lincoln Electric Co.
Gilbert and Carol Lowenthal
The Lubrizol Corporation
Jimmy Malone
Richard D. and Margaret Margolis
The Murch Foundation
David & Inez Myers Foundation
The Perkins Charitable Foundation
PNC
Rotary Club of Cleveland
Aaron Saltzman
Sherwin Family Fund
Sherwin-Williams Company
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
The George Garretson Wade Charitable  
 Trust #2
The S. K. Wellman Foundation
Jane D. White Fund No. 2
The Thomas H. White Foundation
Anna L. Zverina*

10+ YEARS CONSECUTIVE GIVING
The Abington Foundation
ACE Mentor Program of Cleveland
Thomas W. and Joann Adler
Apple America Group
Flora Blumenthal
Norman and Deborah Bolden
Robert Clarke Brown
Charles M. and Susan I. Caito
City of Cleveland
The Cleveland Browns
Cleveland Indians
Cliffs Natural Resources
The Community Foundation of Lorain County
Michael and Lori Conley
Michael A. Costanzo
Colleen M. Craven
Manohar L. and Chandra K. Daga
Carrie B. Davis
Elizabeth and Brody Day
Deloitte LLP
Gary S. and Andrea Desberg
Roderick and Barbara Dibble
Christine & Guido DiGeronimo Foundation
Robert and Jennifer DiGeronimo
Robert and Sarah Durham
Vincent and Karen Eckdahl
Lauren Rich Fine
Catherine Fishbach
Fortney & Weygandt, Inc.
Harry K. Fox & Emma R. Fox Charitable  
 Foundation
The Giant Eagle Foundation
Joyce Glickman

Florence S. Goodman
John S. and Elaine M. Hibshman
John and Sharon Hosek
JPMorgan Chase
Alan and Susie Kopit
Charles and Joyce Kullik
John and Theresa Kunkel
Laborers’ International Union of North  
 America - Local 894
Tom E. and Betsy Leib
Stephen and Lillian Levine
Toby D. Lewis
Lawrence A. Mack
Toby and Melanie T. Maloney
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Marketplace Events
Materion Corporation
James and Kathe Mayer
Patrick and Martha McGraw
Jeff J. and Rhonda McKissick
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Megan L. Mehalko
The Meisel Family Foundation
Stanley* and Barbara* Meisel
Estate of Dorris C. Michalske
John C. and Sally Morley
Warren L. and Betsi Morris
Patrick S. and Amy Mullin
Nissan of North Olmsted
Dale and Barbara Nitzsche
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Norhio Plumbing, Inc.
Our Lady of the Wayside
Paul H. Pangrace
Patricia A. Patrick
Paul and Kim Pesses
Pipefitters Local 120
Preformed Line Products Co.
The Ratner Miller Shafran Foundation
Barbara S. Robinson
Walter J. and Janice A. Romansky
Alan and Barbara Rosskamm
RPM International, Inc.
Michael Salkind and Carol Gill
Dorothy M. Sawyer

Richard F. and Elizabeth A. Schiferl
Fred E. Scholl Charitable Foundation
Lawrence M. and Sally Z. Sears
Robert and Donna Simoneau
Stephanie and Jeffrey Spencer
Joseph D. and Catherine Sullivan
James and Kathleen Szabo
Julie A. and George M. Szeltner
Michele Scott Taylor and Douglas Taylor 
Howard J. and Sara S. Tucker
Susan M. and Bill Tyler
United Way of Greater Cleveland
Mary C. Warren
Jeffrey M. and Hallie Wasserman
William M. Weiss Foundation
George Wenz
Westfield Insurance Foundation
Dickson L. and Ann T. Whitney
Alenka M. Winslett
Milton A. & Roslyn Z. Wolf Family Foundation
Timothy and Sandy Wuliger
Thomas Zlatoper

5+ YEARS CONSECUTIVE GIVING
Kristen Baird Adams and David Legeay
Julie Allen
Jennifer L. and Mark J. Altstadt
Amazon Smile
Rita Andolsen
ArcelorMittal
Arconic Foundation
Richard and Sherry R. Aronson
Ric and Kate Asbeck
Frank Balass
William and Jane Baldwin
Barberton Community Foundation
Jonathan E. and Debbie Bartlett
Jack W. & Shirley Berger Fund of the  
 Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Charles P. and Julia Bolton
Cynthia Emlen Boncella and Keith Anderle
Christopher Brandt and Beth Sersig
Gabe and Tracy Bruno
Stephanie and Jeff Bunsey
Richard and Doreen Cahoon
Calfee, Halter and Griswold LLP
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M.E. & F.J. Callahan Foundation
Capital One
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Centric Consulting, LLC
Brian F. and Fiona Chambers
Sunil and Cynthia Chand
Change for Charity
William and Cathy Christopher
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland State University
Cuyahoga Community College 
Cuyahoga County
Katinka Domotorffy
Diane Downing and Tom Corrigan
Dworken & Bernstein Co., L.P.A.
Judith and Thomas J. Embrescia
Trina Evans and Ken Birch
Bill and Carol Foley
Matthew H. Frank
James R. and Laura Geuther
Barbara Ginn
Matthew Glickman and Susie Hwang
Deborah Glosserman
Goodman Real Estate Services Group
Burt W. and Beatrice Griffin
Sarah Griffin
Richard Gross
John Grunden
Norman and Cheryl Gutmacher
Nancy Hartman
Huntington National Bank
Hyatt Legal Plans, Inc.
Angie Spitalieri Ianiro
Patricia M., Jaclyn, and Kathryn Inglis
Linda Kane
Kathleen Kennedy and Douglas White
Brett Ketvertis
William and Jean Koehler
Michele L. Krantz
Steven Kutnick and Jacquelyn F. Derrow
Bobby R. Larkin, Sr. Charitable Association, Inc.
The Laub Foundation
The Fred A. Lennon Charitable Trust
Nataliya A. and Andrey Lozovyy
Elton Lytle and Kristen Galewood
Mark Magyar and Susan Dolfi
Rick and Polly Marabito
John and Lauren H. Mastracco
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., L.P.A.
Bridget M. McFadden and Thomas Sylvester
Margaret McGrath
Medic Management Group
The MetroHealth System
Lorraine Miller
Marc and Amy Morgenstern
John P. Murphy Foundation
National College Attainment Network
John G. and Karen R. Nestor
Network for Good
Evelyn B. Newell
Gerald F. and Evelyn Newman
Northern Trust
Oswald Companies
Parker Hannifin Corporation
James R. Pierce
Progressive Corporation
PwC
Yadira Ramos-Colon
Madeline and J. Harlen Rife
Todd and Shelley F. Rodman
Andrew and Lynn Rollins

Mark Ross
Saint Luke’s Foundation of Cleveland
George F. Schaefer
John D. and Barbara Schubert
Katharyn Schwab
Racheal Seibert
The Sherwin-Williams Corporation
Shiksha Daan
Emily Spivack
Sports & Scholars
Jill Stanley
Starting Point
Sally and Terry Stewart
William Stultz
Swagelok Company
The Swamy Family Foundation
Taylor Oswald
TEGNA Foundation
Third Federal Savings & Loan
The Treu-Mart Fund
Tucker Ellis LLP
Universal Windows
Deborah Vesy
Vocon Design, Inc.
Elizabeth H. Warshawsky 
Kittie D. Warshawsky and Timothy J. Tibbitts
Laurel Wilder and Zack Meisel
Peter and Robin F. Winokur
WJW Fox 8 Cleveland
Philip Woodcock and Virginia Benjamin
John H. and Jacqueline F. Woods
Steven and Ellen Young
Dan and Ellen Zelman

Community and  
Educational Partners
ACE Mentor Program of Cleveland
Aspire
Avon Local School District
Baldwin Wallace University
Barberton High School
Bay Village City School District
Bedford City School District
Berea City School District
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Cleveland
Bowling Green State University
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland
Breakthrough Charter Schools
Brecksville-Broadview High School
Broadway - Slavic Village P-16
Brunswick City School District
Care Alliance Health Center
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic Charities
Centers for Families & Children
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative
City Club of Cleveland
City Life Center
City of Barberton
City of Cleveland
City Year
Clearview Local Schools
Cleveland Central Catholic High School
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Heights-University Heights  
 School District
Cleveland Hillel Foundation
Cleveland International Film Festival
Cleveland Leadership Center 
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
The Cleveland Museum of Natural History

Cleveland Public Library
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
Cleveland State University
Cleveland Transformation Alliance
Cloverleaf High School
Columbia Local School District
The Council for Economic Opportunities in  
 Greater Cleveland
Cuyahoga Community College
Cuyahoga County
Cuyahohga County Fatherhood Intiative 
Cuyahoga County Public Library
Destination Cleveland
East Cleveland City School District
Eastern Michigan University
Educational Service Center of Northeast Ohio
Elyria City School District
Esperanza Inc.
Euclid City Schools
Euclid Public Library
Fairview Park High School
Fire Food and Drink
Firelands Local School District
Future Plans
Friendly Inn Settlement
Garfield Heights City School District
Gesher
Great Lakes Science Center
Greater Cleveland Neighborhood  
 Centers Association
Greater Cleveland Partnership
Habitat for Humanity
Higher Education Compact of  
 Greater Cleveland
Highland Local School District
Hiram College
Holy Name High School
i know i can
ideastream
Indiana Wesleyan University
Job Corps
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Lakeland Community College
Lakewood City Schools
Link 4 Schools
Lorain City School District
Lorain County Community College
Lorain County JVS
Lorain County Urban League
MAGNET
Magnificat High School
Manufacturing Works
Mayfield City School District
MetroHealth System
Miami University
Midview Local School District
Minds Matter of Cleveland
Moms First
NASA Glenn Research Center
National College Attainment Network
National Scholarship Providers Association
Neighborhood Connections
Neighborhood Leadership Institute
NEO Talent Exchange
New Hope Fellowship Church
NewBridge Cleveland
North Olmsted High School
Notre Dame College
Oberlin College
Ohio Association of Student Financial  
 Aid Administrators

Ohio Department of Education
Ohio Department of Higher Education
OhioGuidestone
Ohio Means Jobs
The Ohio State University
Ohio University
Olmsted Falls City School District
Open Doors Academy
Padua Franciscan High School
Parma City School District
Passages
PNC Fairfax
Polaris Career Center
Promise Academy
Rocky River City School District
Salvation Army
Say Yes to Education
ServeOhio
Shaker Heights City School District
Shaw High School
Solon City School District
South Euclid-Lyndhurst City School District
St. Edward High School
St. Ignatius High School
St. Joseph Academy
St. Martin de Porres High School
Starting Point
Summer on the Cuyahoga
Teach For America
Team NEO
Towards Employment
Trinity High School
True2U Youth Mentoring Program
U.S. Department of Education
United Way of Greater Cleveland
United Way of Summit County Financial  
 Empowerment Center
University Hospitals Health System
University of Akron
University of Toledo
University Settlement
Urban League of Greater Cleveland
Urban League of Lorain County
Ursuline College
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
Wadsworth City School District
Warrensville City School District
Wellington Exempted Village  
 School District
Wickliffe City School District
Woman’s Leadership Guild
Youth Opportunities Unlimited
YWCA Greater Cleveland

Scholarship Partners
ACE Mentor Program
Althans Scholarship Fund
Rita Andolsen Scholarship
Joseph Babin Endowed Scholarship Fund
Barberton Community Foundation 
Jack W. & Shirley Berger Scholars of Promise  
 Fund of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Boodle Endowed Scholarship Fund
George H. Boyd Scholarship of the Cleveland  
 Foundation
Britton Endowed Scholarship Fund
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation  
 Endowed Scholarship Fund
Micki Byrnes Scholarship
Cambodian Scholarship for Excellence Fund
Bill Christopher-Alcoa Leadership  
 Scholarship Fund

The Christopher Family Scholarship Fund
City of Cleveland Black History  
 Scholarship Fund
City of Cleveland Scholarship Fund
Cleveland Association of Phi Beta Kappa
The Cleveland Browns
The Cleveland Foundation
Cleveland Indians
Cleveland Rotary Foundation
Cleveland War Memorial Scholarship
Cliffs Natural Resources
Roy and Willia Coleman Scholarship Fund
College First Fund of the Cleveland Foundation
The College Now Alumni Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Shirley and Robert Coplan Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Cuyahoga County Scholarship Fund
Deloitte Accounting Scholarship
Mary M. Doll Endowed Scholarship Fund
East High Alumni Association
Judith Embrescia Scholarship Fund
Thomas J. and Judith Embrescia  
Endowed Fund
Irene C. and Karl Emmerling Scholarship Fund  
 of the Cleveland Foundation
Trina Evans Scholarship
Even Cut Abrasive Company
Richard J. Fasenmyer Foundation Scholarship
Charles and Francis Feiner Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Ferro Foundation Endowed Scholarship Fund
Robert L. Fortney Endowed Scholarship Fund
General Electric Scholarship Fund
Eleanor Gerson Endowed Scholarship Fund
George Gund Foundation
Sondra and Stephen Hardis Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Harvard Business School Club of Northeast  
 Ohio Scholarship Fund
Dee Haslam Scholarship
Henkel Consumer Adhesives Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Gilbert and Louise Ireland Humphrey  
 Endowed Scholarship Fund
George M. Humphrey Scholarship Fund
The John Huntington Fund for Education
Immigrants Rising
David S. Inglis Endowed Scholarship Fund
The Intown Club of Cleveland  
 cholarship Fund
Mayor Frank G. Jackson Scholarship 
Mayor Frank G. Jackson Scholarship 
 - Levin College of Urban Affairs
Charles and Margaret Jones Scholarship Fund
Sharon Kearns Endowed Scholarship Fund
Margaret A. Kennedy Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
KeyBank National Association
Kiwanis Scholarship Fund
KnowledgeWorks Foundation Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Alan Kopit Scholarship
Charles E. Kullik Scholarship Fund
Laborers’ International Union of North  
 America, Local No. 894
Marcia LaRiche Endowed Scholarship Fund
Bobby R. Larkin, Sr. Charitable Association, Inc.  
 Endowed Scholarship Fund
Leadership Cleveland Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Fred A. Lennon Charitable Trust

Sue L. Little Fund of the Cleveland  
 Foundation
Malone Family Scholarship
The Malone Endowed Scholarship Fund
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Materion Corporation
Elizabeth Ring Mather & William Gwinn Mather  
 Endowed Scholarship Fund
Meisel Family Scholarship Fund
The Bernie Moreno Company Drive to  
 Succeed Scholarship
David A. and Florence F. Moritz Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
David & Inez Myers Foundation Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
The Scholarship for a New Generation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
The One Candle Endowed Scholarship Fund
O’Neill Endowed Scholarship Fund
Parkway Pharmacy
Preformed Line Products Company
Pipefitters Local 120
Millicent W. Pitts Endowed Scholarship Fund
Plain Dealer Endowed Scholarship Fund
Gloria Pointer Scholarship Fund
The Presidents’ Council Scholarship
F.M. Pritchard Fund of the Cleveland  
 Foundation
Florence Mackey Pritchard and P.J. Pritchard  
 Scholarship Fund of the Cleveland Foundation
The Ratner Miller Shafran Foundation
William Roberts Endowed Scholarship Fund
Samuel Rosenthal Foundation Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Robert J. Schneider Endowed Scholarship Fund
Fred E. Scholl Charitable Foundation
Augie Schroeder Endowed Scholarship Fund
Shearer’s Foods, Inc.
Sherwin-Williams Company
Shiksha Daan Scholarship Fund
Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
Solow Endowed Scholarship Fund
The Stocker Foundation Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Ralph P. Stoddard Memorial Fund of the  
 Cleveland Foundation
Swagelok Advantage Scholarship
Swaminathan and Garg Foundation  
 Scholarship Fund
Swamy Family Scholarship Fund
Teamsters Truck Drivers Union Local 407
The Union Club Scholarship Fund
University Hospitals Endowed  
 Scholarship Fund
Urban Squash Cleveland
Ella M. Walz Memorial Fund of the Cleveland  
 Foundation
Waxman Family Scholarship Fund
William M. Weiss Endowed Scholarship  
 Fund
Jane D. White Fund No. 2 Scholarship  
 Fund
Thomas H. White Foundation
Teresa Jane Williams Memorial Fund of the  
 Cleveland Foundation
Milton A. and Roslyn Z. Wolf Scholarship Fund
Margaret W. Wong Scholarship Fund
Youth for Holiness Scholarship Fund
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1 Alfred A. Benesch K-8
2 Avon High School
3 Barberton High School
4 Bay High School
5 Bedford High School
6 Berea–Midpark High School
7 Brecksville-Broadview Heights  
  High School
8 Brunswick High School
9 Brush High School
10 Canton Adult Education  
  Resource Center
11 Charles Dickens K-8 School
12 Charles Eliot K-8 School
13 Clearview High School
14 Cleveland Central Catholic High School
15  Cleveland Heights High School
16 Cleveland High School for Digital Arts
17 Cleveland School of the Arts
18  Cloverleaf High School
19 Columbia High School
20 Design Lab Early College
21 East Technical High School
22 Elyria High School
23 Euclid High School
24 Facing History New Tech High School
25 Fairview Park High School
26 Firelands High School
27 Fullerton Middle School
28 Garfield Heights High School
29 Garrett Morgan High School
30 George Washington Carver K-8

31 Ginn Academy
32 Glenville High School
33 Harvey Rice K-8 School
34 Highland High School
35 Holy Name High School
36 James Ford Rhodes High School
37 Jane Addams Business Careers Academy
38 JFK High School (2 schools) 
39 John Adams High School (2 schools)
40 John Marshall High School (3 schools)
41 Lakewood High School
42 Lincoln-West High School (2 schools)
43 Longfellow Middle School
44 Lorain High School
45 Lorain County JVS
46 Magnificat High School
47 Marion-Sterling K-8 School
48 Martin Luther King Jr. Career Campus
49 Max S. Hayes High School
50 Mayfield High School
51 MC2STEM-9th Grade
52 MC2STEM-10th Grade
53 MC2STEM-11th and 12th Grades
54 Miles K-8 School
55 Miles Park K-8 School
56 Mound Middle School
57 Nathan Hale K-8 School
58 New Tech Collinwood
59 New Tech East
60 New Tech West
61 Normandy High School
62 North Olmsted High School

63 Olmsted Falls High School
64 Padua Franciscan High School
65 Parma Senior High School
66 Patrick Henry K-8 School
67 Rocky River High School
68 Saint Martin de Porres High School
69 Shaker Heights High School
70 Shaw High School
71 Solon High School
72 St. Edward High School
73 St. Ignatius High School
74 St. Joseph Academy
75 Thomas Jefferson International  
  Newcomers Academy
76 Trinity High School
77 United Way of Summit County Financial  
  Empowerment Center 
78 University of Akron Resource Center
79 Valley Forge High School
80 Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
81 Wadsworth High School
82 Warner Girls Leadership Academy
83 Warrensville Heights High School
84 Washington Park Environmental  
  Studies Academy
85 Wellington High School
86 Whitney M. Young Leadership Academy
87 Wickliffe High School
88 Wilbur Wright K-8 School
89 Willow Middle School
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COLLEGE NOW LOCATIONS
Please call 216.241.5587 for a community location near you.

TRUSTEES
Kristen Baird Adams, PNC
Jennifer Altstadt, Sea-Land Chemical Co.
Rita Andolsen, The MetroHealth System
Stephanie Antunez, California Closets
Suzanne Aral-Boutros, Suzanne Aral-Boutros  
 Agency, Inc. 
Brian Barren, Cleveland Indians
Gabe Bruno, Lincoln Electric Co.
Brent Buckley, Buckley King LPA 
Dick Cahoon, Dealer Tire (ret.)
Harry Carlson, Lincoln Electric Co. (ret.)
Shelly Cayette, Cleveland Cavaliers
Michael Cogan, Northern Trust
Timothy Cosgrove, Squire Patton Boggs
Katinka Domotorffy, Community Leader
Diane Downing, Say Yes to Education Cleveland 
Ward Dumm, Swagelok
Judith Embrescia, Community Leader
Trina Evans, KeyBank
Lauren Rich Fine, Gries Financial Corporation
James R. Geuther, SunTrust Bank
Richard (Rick) Gross, Grant Thornton LLP (ret.)
Patricia Inglis, San Francisco Forty Niners
Michael Jeans, Growth Opportunity Partners, Inc.
Kevin Kelley, Cleveland City Council 
Katie Kennedy, The Nordson Corporation
Margaret Kennedy, Benesch, Friedlander,  
 Coplan & Arnoff, LLP (ret.) 

William Koehler, Team NEO
Alan Kopit, MediLogix LLC 
Jimmy Malone, WMJI (Clear Channel)
Megan Mehalko, Benesch, Friedlander,  
 Coplan & Aronoff LLP
James Merz, Westfield Insurance 
Russ Mitchell, WKYC
Joseph Morford, Tucker Ellis LLP
Patrick S. Mullin, Deloitte (ret.)
Adam Myers, Cleveland Clinic 
A.D. Naik, Eaton Corporation
Sandra Pianalto, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland (ret.)
Richard Pohle, Huntington National Bank
Sam Prentis, Bank of America 
Julie Adler Raskind, Community Leader
Darnella Robertson, FirstEnergy Corporation
Enid Rosenberg, Community Leader 
Traci Rourke, McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Sean Stack, Aleris
Sally Stewart, Howard Hanna
J.D. Sullivan, Jr., MFH Partners
Kathleen Szcznesniak, The Sherwin-Williams Company
Eddie Taylor, Taylor Oswald
Ingrid Tolentino, Hyatt Legal Plans, Inc.
Susan M. Tyler, Community Leader
Deborah Vesy, Deaconess Community Foundation
Jeffrey Wasserman, Oswald Companies
Christopher Williams, Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

COLLEGE NOW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIR

Mark Ross, PwC

EMERITI
Jeanette Grasselli Brown, Standard Oil Company (ret.)
Lee Perkins, Orvis (ret.)

Howard Steindler, Benesch, Friedlander,  
Coplan & Aronoff, LLP
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